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1. Name of Property

historic name Chester Heights Camp Meeting Historic District
other names/site number Chester Heights Camp Meeting

2. Location

street & number 320 Valley Brook Road : N/A not for publication
city, town Chester Heights Borough /A vicinity
state PA code PA county Delaware code 045 Zip code 19017

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that thig<8 nomination [ request for determination of
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property Kkmeets O does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be
considered significant [J nationally [T statewide! locally. (O See continuation sheet for additional cormments.)

@\ March 16, 2001

Signature of certifying official Date
Brent D. Glass, Exec. Director, PA Historical & Museum Commission
State or Federal agency and bureau

" In my opinion, the property O meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. ( O See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:
'O entered in the National Register

O See continuation sheet,
determined eligible for the
National Register O Sce continuation thees.
determined not eligible for the
Nationat Register
removed from the National Register
other (explain):

oo o o

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property {Check as many Category of Property (Check only one box) Number of Resources within Property
boxes as apply)

___building(s} Contributing Noncontributing
_X_private _X_ district 101 6 _ buildings
___public-local __ site sites
___public-State ___ structure structures
___ public-Federal __ object objects

101 _6_ Total
Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A™ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) Number of contributing resources previously listed in
N/A the National Register 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC

Sub: camp, single dwelling

RELIGION

religious structure

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC

Sub: camp, single dwelling

RELIGION

religious structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

Gothic Revival

foundation EARTH

Other: Queen Anne

roof ASPHALT

walls WEATHER BOARD

other: ASPHALT

Narrative Description (x See continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

_X_A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

____ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

“x__C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, of represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components tack individual distinction.

____ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations {Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

x_A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B  removed from its original location.
C abirthplace or a grave.
D  acemetery.
E  areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F  acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
RELIGION
ARCHITECTURE 1872 - 1950 1872
Culturai Affiliation N/A
Sigpificant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (X See continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

X See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additional Data
O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been [ State Historic Preservation Office
requested. O Other State agency
D previously listed in the National Register O  Federal agency
O previously determined eligible by the National Register 0 Local government
O designated a Nationa! Historic Landmark O University
O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # X Other
0 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Chester Heights Camp Meelix_lﬁ Association
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property Approximately 30.9 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 18 459655 44156500 3 18 460360 44151510
2 18 460090 44155100 4 18 460825 44149350

O See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

X See continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification

See continuation sheet.

11, Form Prepared By

name/title Robert J. Wise, Jr., Historic Preservation Consultant, and Seth Hinshaw

organization Robert Wise Consulting date December 28, 2000

Street & number Station Square One, Suite 104, 37 N. Valley Rd. telephone 610-722-5818 / bobwisef@localnet. com

ity or town Paoli state PA Zip code 19301
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Description

Note: Brackets [] with a number indicate the resource number. Photographs are indicated with
a large “P” followed by the photograph number, also in brackets.

The Chester Heights Camp Meeting Historic District in Chester Heights Borough, Delaware
County Pennsylvania is an intact collection of late nineteenth and early twentieth century camp
meeting type architecture situated in a layout representative of many nineteenth century Methodist
camp meeting plans. The camp meeting sits in a heavily wooded setting rising to about 300 feet
above sea level. It is located about one-half mile south of Baltimore Pike (Route 1), 12 miles
north of Wilmington, De., 8 miles south of West Chester, Pa. and 21 miles west of Philadelphia.
The district contains approximately 30 actes, incorporating the entire property currently owned by
the Chester Heights Camp Meeting Association. The location is one of towering trees and small
flowering scrubs on a hillside, rising to the south. The camp meeting is built around a central
commons — the “Circle” — with a Tabernacle on the north end. The Tabernacle and Circle were
(and continue to be) the site of religious and social gatherings. Around the Circle are dozens of
highly intact cottages and other contributing resources arranged along a grid pattern of small
streets and paths within a circular road. The architecture of the camp meeting resources reflects
the styles of the late nineteenth century and turn of the twentieth century, especially Victorian
Gothic and Queen Anne styles, yet in a camp meeting context typical of late nineteenth century
Methodist camp meetings.

There are 107 resources including 101 contributing buildings and just 6 non-contributing
buildings. The majority of the contributing resources are the 71 cottages, twenty-four of which
have associated outhouses. All of the cottages and outhouses are contributing. The cottages were
constructed between 1876 and the first two decades of the twentieth century. Other contributing
resources include the public buildings: the Dining Hall (1900), the dormitory, the Tabernacle
(1878), and the Youth Tabernacle (1909). The six noncontributing resources are two public
restrooms built in 1988, a garage, two pump houses, and a tool shed.
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A narrow, tree-lined road about 200 yards long opens to the east off Valley Brook Road as an
entrance into the Chester Heights Camp Meeting (CHCM). This road leads to the Dining Hall
[100, P8], which is located just outside of the outer ring road (Asbury Avenue). The entry road
becomes West Second Avenue [P2] and leads directly into the Circle, the heart of the Camp
Meeting. The Circle is actually a rectangular shaped open area in the center of CHCM.
Immediately surrounding the Circle is the Tabernacle [300, P6] on the north end and a number of
cottages on the south, east, and west side. The Circle slopes upward from the Tabernacle at an
eight degree angle, acting as a natural amphitheater. The camp meeting is characterized by the
large oak trees which provide a canopy for the location [P1]. Outside of the Circle, side roads
lead to the Youth Tabernacle and other cottages. The streets are arranged in a grid pattern around
the Circle, and in turn, are surrounded by a circular street pattern. The cottages sit side by side
along narrow streets (some of which are actually foot paths), and their two-story front-gable
porches form a zigzag pattern over the second floor balconies running down the street [P4].

Twenty-two cottages line the Circle on the locations of the earliest tents at Chester Heights Camp
Meeting. The roads bordering the Circle are called East and West Auditorium Circle, and they are
more footpaths than roads [P1]. They are laid out as a horseshoe around the Circle. The southern
end of the horseshoe is laid out on a grid rather than being arched like a real horseshoe, typical of
nineteenth century Methodist camp meeting design.

The streets branching directly off the Auditorium Circle streets are numbered: First (behind the
Tabernacle), Second, Third, and Fourth (at the crossbar of the horseshoe). First Avenue circles
uphill to join West Fourth Avenue to form an outer circle. The eastern arc of this outer circle is
named Asbury Avenue, a name tracing its genealogy to the eighteenth century Methodist circuit
preacher Francis Asbury. Heins Avenue [P5] was probably named for Lewis S. Heins, one of the
original backers of CHCM and its first treasurer. Leading directly south from the Circle is Central
Avenue, which comes to an end on an east-west street appropriately named Summit Avenue.
Wesley Avenue traces its genealogy to the Wesley brothers, the two eighteenth century founders
of the Methodist faith. Another southbound street to the west of Central Avenue is St. John’s
Avenue, which intersects with Fourth Avenue near the intersection of Upper Grove Road (leading
back to the entrance to the camp meeting).
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Two roads merit additional description. The quintessential road at Chester Heights is Central
Avenue [P3), which leads directly south from the Tabernacle and slightly uphill. Central Avenue is
a narrow, unpaved lane lined with trees and nine cottages. Three of these cottages are one-story,
which is the largest concentration of one-story cottages at CHCM. One of these cottages [25
Central Avenue] has an unusual second floor overhanging porch. The two-story gabled porches
and end-gabled roof lines on the cottages along Central Avenue form a characteristic camp
meeting zigzag pattern on both sides of the avenue. Another significant road is St. John’s Avenue.
Much of St. John’s is a dirt path connecting the pump house [83] at the intersection with Summit
Avenue to a nonfunctional hand pump at the intersection of Wesley Avenue. The twelve cottages
along St. John’s repeat the zigzag pattern of the front gables. Several cottages on the west side of
St. John’s Avenue have been removed. A garden and small prayer gazebo named the “Garden of
Gethsemane” now occupy this area. (The garden and gazebo are minor landscape features and
not included in the resource count.) St. John’s and Central Avenues are both roads in the camp
meeting which are little more than paths along which cottages have been constructed.

As with many camp meetings, the most significant public building in CHCM is the Tabernacle
(1878) [300, P6]. This large two story eclectic Classical Revival building stands at the northern
end of the Circle. Its central feature is a large open, three-sided, two-story portico that shelters
the raised pulput. The portico includes a large pediment resting upon four Doric columns frames
the pulpit below. An additional support for the portico is a large pole; a short horizontal pole
attached to this pole forms a cross. There are two wings (each two bay) on either side of the
pulpit, which have been used for offices and quarters for the visiting ministers. The window
surrounds are generally plain, although they have a slight central arch. A bell tower with a
pyramidal roof crowns the Tabernacle. Two large doors at the back (or north side) of the pulpit
open into a large central room, creating the Tabernacle’s tee-shaped plan. This room has been
variously used as a worship room and a skating rink; the section containing the room was
reconstructed following a fire in 1958. Rows of seats on the plank floor face the stage on the
northern end of the room; the south side of this room also has a stage. It provides a sheltered
worship area whereas the main pulpit faces the open Circle area.

A secondary focus of the religious activity at the camp meeting took piace at the Youth
Tabernacle (1909) [500, P7]. This building is an eight-sided gazebo replacing an earlier eight-
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sided tabernacle which was one of the first buildings built by the camp meeting. The Youth
Tabernacle (or Temple) is located at the southeast corner of the camp between Summit and
Wesley Avenues. The roof is composed of two parts, separated by a band of clerestory windows
set inside a narrow brick wall. The lower roof is a porch-like element resting upon a series of
square columns attached to the roof by decorative jigsaw brackets. The center is one large open
room with benches arranged in a circle. Near the Youth Tabernacle is a picnic area with barbeque
grills; across Asbury Avenue is a playground. (The picnic area and playground are minor
landscape features and are not included in resource count.)

Other community-use buildings contribute to the social needs of the camp meeting. The Dining
Hall [100, P8, dated 1900] is a three-bay, one story building originally built to serve as a chapel. It
is located near the northwest corner of the grid. The front gable end of the Dining Hall has a
double door in the central bay and two tall four over four windows on either side; each window
has one paneled shutter towards the corners of the fagade. A decorative diamond and triangle
pattern crowns each window and the door. The double doors on the fagade lead into one immense
dining room. There is an exit porch near the rear of the cafeteria.

Located near the northeast corner of the grid is a large dormitory [400, P9). The vernacular
resource is a one-story, eight bay building with an end-gabled roof. Fenestration includes tall four
over four double hung windows. Clapboards form the cladding of the dormitory. A small
entrance is located on the east end. It is accessed from a small entry stoop with a shed roofed
porch resting upon three square columns. A shed roof supported by a series of small square posts
forms a large open porch on the fagade. The main entry is located under this porch and opens to a
commeon room; two wings lead off from this common room to the bedrooms.

As a collection of resources, the cottages are the main focus of the district. The cottages were
constructed on platforms originally provided for families to erect large tents for accommodations
during the camp meetings. A camp meeting program states that the last of the family tents was
replaced in 1891, although construction of cottages on other lots continued. The majority of the
cottages are 14 x 24, three-bay, two story balloon-framed buildings with two story front porches
shaded by long gable extensions. The porches rest upon concrete blocks and are stabilized with
plates to facilitate expansion and contraction. The primary cladding for the cottages is German
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siding, but several cottages are clad in board and batten and beaded tongue and groove siding.
Gable walls over the porches tend to be covered in beveled tongue-and-groove cladding. Roofs
are mainly asphalt, although a few are tin. Fenestration in the cottages varies widely. Most
cottages have tall, narrow windows flanking the doors on the fagade and are often repeated on the
second floor. Most have transoms over their front doors for ventilation and light. The most
elaborate windows are those found in many Queen Anne style buildings, including diamond
shaped panes with wooden curves, or large square panes surrounded by smaller square panes.
Most cottages were built in stages and have the core with at least one addition on the rear. Some
have several additions. Although none of the cottages has a basement, some have masonry holes
once used for vegetable storage.

The earlier cottages reflect the Gothic Revival ornamentation. The Gothic Revival style was based
on medieval architecture and was common from the 1840s until the 1870s. The Chester Heights
Gothic cottages reflect the three elements of Gothic architecture: the steeply pitched gable roof,
the arched or pointed windows, and the vertical emphasis. The best examples of the Gothic style
are located around the Circle, where the earliest cottages were probably constructed. An example
of the Gothic Revival cottages is 62 West Auditorium Circle [P11]. This cottage is a two story,
front-end gabled house with three bays and board and batten siding. A decorative gingerbread
vergeboard runs along the narrow eaves of the cottage. A one-story porch shades the French
double doors and creates an area where the cottagers could sit and listen to the speakers during
the camp meetings. This porch is composed of a wide roof supported by square columns and
gingerbread brackets; a jigsaw balustrade connects the columns. The French double door is
framed by a transom (a feature in many cottages to aid in ventilation) and tall pointed windows
characteristic of the Gothic Revival style. The double doors echo the rolled back flaps on the early
tents. Double doors on the second floor are an indication that the cottage originally had a two-
story porch; in addition, the transom on the second floor has been filled in. One odd feature of this
cottage is the rear additions, which were built on a slight angle. Another cottage [48 East
Auditorium Circle, P12] conveys other characteristics of the Gothic Revival style. This cottage
has a two-story porch and a wide overhanging porch roof. The second floor is decorated with
gingerbread brackets, a decorative pendant, a diamond window, and two tall, pointed windows
but no transom over the door. The balustrade on the first floor of the front porch is delicate
spindle work, but on the second floor the spindle work is a cross-hatch railing pattern found on



(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _7 Page 6 Chester Heights Camp Meeting Historic District
name of property
Delaware County, PA
county and State

Colonial-style architecture. While the original portion of the cottage has board and batten siding,
the two-story addition has Dutch lap siding. Few Gothic Revival style cottages have shutters.

Key cottages built near the turn of the century reflect the Queen Anne ornamentation. The Queen
Anne style originated in England just before the Civil War and became popular in the United
States around 1880. It is characterized by a rich ornamentation, especially in the smaller details.
An example of Queen Anne ornamentation is 28 East Asbury Avenue [“the Keller Cottage,” P13].
This two-story, three-bay cottage has the characteristic wide overhanging front gable shading a
two-story porch. A Gothic attic window hearkens back to the cottages which were standing when
this cottage was constructed (c. 1898). The Keller Cottage has asbestos shingle siding on the
original portion and vinyl siding and board and batten on the additions. Its fagade has rich Queen
Anne ornamentation: the gable consists of decorative spindle surrounded by exquisite vergeboard
detailing and a simple truss; windows with paneled shutters flank the doors on both levels; an
elaborately detailed one-story wrap-around porch includes turned door posts, columns and
delicate spindle work in the balustrade, in the door, and running the length of the porch roof.
Other examples of Queen Anne style cottages are 15 St. John’s, 16 St. John’s, and 66 West
Second. They have a two-story porch with decorative banisters (ranging from delicate spindles to
elaborate jigsaw units). There are two main differences in architectural elements between the
Gothic and Queen Anne. The Queen Anne cottages tend to have a double door on the first floor
but a single door opening to the second story porch, while the Gothic cottages tended to have
double doors on both stories. In addition, only the Queen Anne cottages usually have shutters.
These architectural details are an aid to dating cottages.

In addition to the Gothic Revival and Queen Anne style cottages at CHCM, there are also many
vernacular cottages at CHCM. One of the few cottages with faux cut rock tar paper siding [2
Summit] is a one and half story cottage with a one story porch on the front gable end. The cottage
shares the Queen Anne characteristics of shutters on the first floor windows but has no detailing
on the gable. This cottage has a series of additions on the rear of varying shapes. Another cottage
[6 Summit Avenue, P14] is an example of the one-story cottages, which tend to be clustered near
Central Avenue. This cottage has a large one story porch enclosed with woven wire and faux
brick which dominates the facade. The two additions to this cottage are evident by the change in
materials and patterns. A third cottage, 21 Central, looks like a train station. It is a one and half



